Readings for commemoration service, 23rd August

1.  TWM Choir sing as people assemble

2.  Welcome & introduction 

Ian Thilthorpe (Senior Manager TWM)

Remembering Slavery 2007

*Welcome the Mayor
This year marks the 200th anniversary of the Parliamentary Act to abolish the slave trade in the British colonies. To commemorate the bicentenary, museums and galleries across the North East have joined forces to run a year of events, exhibitions and lectures to explore slavery in both a historical and modern context. 

The Parliamentary Act was passed on 25 March 1807 and marked the beginning of the long journey to the eventual abolition of slavery within the British Empire in 1833. Even then enslaved Africans did not gain their freedom until 1838, and it took a further 50 years before slavery was officially abolished in the Americas in 1888.

Today we are commemorating the International Day for the Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition. The night of 22 to 23 August 1791, in Santo Domingo (today Haiti and the Dominican Republic) saw the beginning of the uprising that would play a crucial role in the abolition of the transatlantic slave trade. This remembrance day is intended to inscribe the tragedy of the transatlantic slave trade in the memory of all peoples.

The effects of the slave trade still resonate today. The Remembering Slavery 2007 programme reveals the history of the trans-Atlantic slave trade and highlight contemporary forms of slavery.  It also uncovers the links the North East and its people have with the slave trade.
Find out more about the transatlantic slave trade, the abolition movement and how it affected the North East, in the ‘Remembering Slavery’ exhibition at South Shields Museum & Art Gallery until 9th September, followed by Sunderland Museum & Winter Gardens from 22 September - 11 November and at the Laing Art Gallery from 17 November – 3 February.

Remembering Slavery 2007 is a regional initiative funded by Renaissance North East, MLA Partnership, Heritage Lottery Fund, Northern Rock Foundation and Tyne & Wear Museums Business Partners. 

To keep up to date with changes in the programme and for more information:

www.rememberingslavery.com
* Thank TWM Choir – provide background information and list of songs

* We hope you can join us for the rest of the days events - including storytelling, object handling and a singing workshop led by ‘Black Voices’ to help mark this significant day. Organised in partnership with Freedom Think Tank
FREEDOM THINK TANK is a time limited  black-led group constituted to influence the commemoration of the abolition of the trans- Atlantic slave trade from a black and anti-racist perspective.
Read by Beverley
Speech by Celestine Edwards of Dominica, who lived in Sunderland about 1880 and was Britain’s first black editor, to a Newcastle audience.

My ancestors proudly trod the sands of the African continent; but from their home and friends were dragged into the slave mart and sold to the planters of the West Indies…The very thought that my race should have been so grievously wronged is almost more than I can bear…Of the condition of my people today I but tarry to say that by diligence, thought and care they have given the lie to many a false prophet, who, prior to their Emancipation, sought to convince the world that the black man was in all respects unfit for freedom…Their position…today is one over which I proudly rejoice. To their future I look with confidence.
---------------------------------------------TWM CHOIR---------------------------------------------
3.1 The Slave trade read by Osa
The abominable ‘trade’ in humans resulted in the kidnapping and sale of more than 15 million Africans to Western slave traders. The impacts of this ‘trade’ were far reaching:

· For the enslaved, the horrors of the ‘middle passage’ , with loss of life so heavy that the sharks followed the ships, the conditions so degrading that, it is said, the stench reached the ports of Bristol and Liverpool before the ships were seen, and the horrors continued in the sugar industry. Four million people were sold in the West Indies and at abolition there were only half a million. Enslavement was a death sentence for the majority.

· For the African societies who lost so many of their fittest young people and children (all were under 25, 13% children) with major consequences for the continuing development of industry, agriculture and community life.

· For Britain, where on the 11,000 voyages, materials were transported to Africa that stimulated the manufacturing industry in Britain and where the wealth brought back in sugar stimulated the industrial revolution, banking, insurance and the growth in luxury goods. The North East benefited from this. Examples are the growth of coffee shops in Newcastle-requiring coffee and sugar and the manufacture of agricultural implements used in the labour of the enslaved in the sugar industry.

This holocaust is part of all our histories.

.

4. Abolition
4.1  Resistance read by Nigerian Christian Fellowship
Those who were enslaved fought to escape their enslavement while in Africa, on the ships and in the Caribbean and the Americas.  Many revisited in small ways, others took up arms despite the terrible punishments, such as maiming , torture and death, if caught.  Some revolutions were successful.  These include the Haitian revolution in 1791 led by Toussaint L’Ouverture who defeated the combined army of Britian and Spain, and that of the maroons, led by Nanny, which forced the British Government to sign a treaty and them their own land in Jamaica.  There were many other leaders and many other revolts, including in St. Kitts, Grenada, St. Vincent and Antigua.  Many were brutally put down, but they helped bring about the end of enslavement.  They were costly for the governments, and disapproved that ‘the slaves were happy’.  
4.2 Those who spoke up read by Bill
Many of the enslaved who won or bought their freedom led the campaign against enslavement.  We remember Frederick Douglas, Harriet Tubman, in North America, Sam Sharpe in Jamaica and Olaudah Equiano, Ottobah Cugoano and Ignatious Sancho in England.  The presence of free enslaved Africans in the UK helped people to put faces to a brutality which seemed far away from their everyday lives, yet was enriching them.  These men travelled extensively within the UK, spoke passionately about the reality and wrote against enslavement, thus challenging the myths of the inferiority of the enslaved African. Equiano also supported the white working class struggles in England. He worked with the Quakers and others, such as Thomas Clarkson in the struggle against enslavement.  Some local Quaker families welcomed African-American campaigners into their homes and raised money so that they could buy their freedom. Granville Sharpe, from Durham, fought enslavement in the courts whilst William Wilberforce, with support from Earl Grey of Howick in Northumberland, led the campaign in Parliament.  Persuaded by the injustice and horror of the slave trade, many people in the North East and across the British Isles attended meetings and rallies in support of its abolition and signed in hundreds the petitions which were presented  to Parliament. The abolition of the slave trade by Britain in 1807 was part of a long journey towards the eventual end of the trans- Atlantic slave trade.
---------------------------------------------TWM CHOIR---------------------------------------------

5. Legacy & slavery today
5.1 The legacy of enslavement read by Beverley
The effect of the trans-Atlantic slave trade is with us today.  It is with us in racism, which blights our lives, and kills so many here and world wide.  Who can forget Stephen Lawrence and all the other murders that went before and are still happening.  Racism affects everyday opportunities. The Parliamentary Committee said on August 2nd this year that ‘ethnic groups would not see parity until 2105!’ We have not reached very far. Celestine Edwards dreams still need to be realised.
It is with us in the economic disorder, where one group of nations got rich on the profits of slavery and controls trade so others stay poor. Racism and economic disorder force some people into becoming asylum seekers and refugees while those who profit from racism and economic disorder close their doors.

Others are coerced though economic disorder into forced labour or modern slavery, while those who profit turn away.   We will now focus on one legacy –modern slavery.

5.2 Contemporary slavery read by Mayor South Tyneside
For many people, the image that comes to mind when they hear the word ’slavery’ is the slavery of the Transatlantic Slave Trade. We think of the buying and selling of people, their shipment from one continent to another and the abolition of the trade in the early 1800s. However, even if you know nothing about the slave trade and think of it as part of history rather than the present, the reality is slavery continues TODAY.

Millions of men, women and children around the world are forced to lead lives as slaves. Although this exploitation is often not called slavery, the conditions are similar. They enter slavery through different routes - bonded labour; early or forced marriage; state forced labour; slavery by descent; human trafficking; sex trafficking and child labour and child soldiers. People are sold like objects, forced to work for little or no pay and are at the mercy of their 'employers'.

The United Nations estimates that 12.3 million people across the world are enslaved today.

5.3 Legacy of liberation read by Freedom Think Tank Nigerian Christina Fellowship
The enslaved created new societies, with the indigenous populations, with the descendants of the slave owners, with the indentured labourers brought from India.  Their struggle for equality was hard and long and is ongoing. We remember Soujourner Truth, Marcus Garvey, Martin Luther King, Malcolm X, Paul Bogle, Uriah Butler. We remember the millions who created lives in dignity despite terrible hardships. We remember the many who achieved in the arts, such as Paul Robeson, Maya Angelou; in sports, such as Muhammad Ali, Lara; in science and technology, such as Joseph Pawan who developed the vaccine against rabies and Charles Drew ‘The Father of the Blood Bank’ that saved so many lives including during the blitz in Britain. We remember the creativity their societies have given the world, jazz, blues, rap, reggae, calypso, steelband and carnival.

6. Commemoration closes with drumming by Sight Service

TL 12.7.07
HE 3.8.07 IT 13.8.07
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