Looking Beyond Slavery
On 19 March 2010, Freedom Think Tank organised a public event ‘Looking Beyond Slavery’. The event was well attended with almost thirty participants and included a wide ranging discussion on the trans-Atlantic trade in enslaved people from Africa, especially the role of Britain in its development and struggle of the black and white people to abolish the trade.

Freedom Think Tank is a small black-led community group which sought to bring to the North East a black perspective into the commemoration of the abolition of the trans-Atlantic trade in enslaved people thus contributing to dismantling popularly accepted dogmas and ways of organising that diminish black experience. 

Freedom Think Tank came into existence in 2007 through the activism of black activists and their allies in the North East like Osa Omogorobe, Beverley Prevatt Goldstein, Spencer Morgan, Juliana Nnaji, Amanda Main, Gerard Barrie, Kelechi Dibie, Caroline Afolabi, Dawn Pollock and Daljeet Singh. 
The event on 19 March was an opportunity for Freedom Think Tank to record its work over the past two years in the region in the form of a report. The report was released by Beverley Pravett Goldstein, Chair of Freedom Think Tank. The report gives a detailed account of achievements of a small, black-led, community based group and the barriers it faced in its engagement with public bodies. This report also provides the group’s thinking on the trans-Atlantic trade in enslaved people, the achievements of African civilisations, the role of black people in the struggles against the trade, the achievements of the descendents of the enslaved and the legacy of enslavement in racism and world disorder.

A discussion with participants followed the launch of the report and centred around four areas identified by the group:
(a) Use of word enslavement instead of slavery, notions of political and economic power reflected in enslavement in contrast to a natural condition implied in the term ‘slave’
(b) How the trans-Atlantic enslavement was different from current forms of enslavements, especially role of the state

(c) Why is it important to teach trans-Atlantic enslavement and how schools should teach it
(d) Removing stigma and gaining a proper appreciation of Africans and their descendants 

The discussion identified possible future steps for Freedom Think Tank, especially its engagement with schools in the region. The event ended with inspiring poetry recitation by the Wor Poets. 
Copies of the report can be read at the BECON office. Anyone interested in contributing to further work with schools please contact Caroline Afolabi at success4_all@btinternet.com 
