LGBT Strand Conference 29/4/07

Group 3 discussion notes

1. Issues

· need to accept T people as part of the community – whether they define themselves as gay or not – they need to have the option to participate if they want to

· need to meet the needs of all age groups – both younger and older

· need for awareness in schools and colleges – need for support networks within schools and colleges

· need for education more widely – e.g the police

2. How to solve issues

a) Prefer a non-hierarchical structure with a core group, which should be an open group. There will need to be a chair/facilitator, but there should be skill sharing. An effective network is needed so that information can be shared with people who cannot come – e.g e-mail networks and networks using existing websites such as Equality NE Networking for Change. Libraries could be used to disseminate information

b) Need to get into schools, colleges, universities, websites etc. Should use LGBT people from the places themselves to participate in delivery of training. Need to challenge assumptions. Need to look at ways of reporting hate crime, and at use of ASBOs – e.g Housing Departments enforcing “nuisance clauses” in tenancy agreements to deal with homophobic harassment

