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Licence frameworks and reproducibility

2



Benefits of Data Licencing
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Standard Open Data Licenes

• Creative Commons
• founded in 2001 with support from the Center for the Public Domain
• first release in December 2002, currently at version 4

• Open Data Commons
• founded in 2007 to replace the Talis Community Licence
• specifically designed for databases (overcoming shortcomings of 

previous versions of CC licences v1, v2 and v3)

• Government Licences such as:
• Open Government Licence - UK Government Licensing Framework, 

September 2010
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https://creativecommons.org/
https://opendatacommons.org/


Creative Commons Licences
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Licence Use 
and 
Share

Attribute the 
work 
(copyright)

Use 
commercially 

Adapt/create 
derivatives

Change 
licence

CC0 ✔ ✕ ✔ ✔ ✔

CC BY ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔

CC BY-SA ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✕

CC BY-NC ✔ ✔ ✔ ✕ ✔

CC BY-NC-
SA

✔ ✔ ✕ ✔ ✕

CC BY-ND ✔ ✔ ✔ ✕ ✔

CC BY-NC-
ND

✔ ✔ ✕ ✕ ✔

Source - CESSDA DMEG: Licensing your data, inspired by 
Foter, 2015

https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://www.cessda.eu/Training/Training-Resources/Library/Data-Management-Expert-Guide/6.-Archive-Publish/Publishing-with-CESSDA-archives/Licensing-your-data


Bespoke Licences

Used by national and institutional repositories, and data 
archives to complement open licences and support the 
distribution of data that cannot be shared under an open licence

• Deposit Licence Agreement 
• End User Licence Agreement
• additional agreements might be required from the researcher
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UKDS Deposit Licence Agreement

All data depositors who share data via UKDS must agree 
to our deposit agreement
Data depositors must confirm:

• the owner of the copyright and associated intellectual property 
rights in the whole Data Collection or am otherwise lawfully 
entitled to grant this licence on behalf of each and every owner

• the Data Collection is not and shall be in no way a violation or 
infringement of any copyright, trademark, patent or intellectual 
property right whatsoever of any person(s) or organization

• Grant a non-exclusive, royalty-free licence to hold, make 
copies of, and disseminate copies of the Data Collection, in 
accordance with the specified access conditions
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UKDS End User Licence Agreement

By agreeing to the UKDS EUL, the researcher (registered 
user) must comply with a number of conditions relating to 
how the data is used. These include, but are not limited 
to:

• Not sharing the data with anyone who isn’t registered with the 
UK Data Service

• Keeping passwords secure
• Preserving the confidentiality of individuals, households or 

organisations in the data
• Use the correct methods of citation and acknowledgement in 

publication(s)
• Send the UK Data Service bibliographic details of any 

published work based on our data collection
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Considerations when Licencing or using 
Licenced Data

• Ownership
• Contents of data (anonymized, residual disclosure 

risk, de-identified)
• Commercial/Non-commercial users
• Share with/without permission
• Always check the licence agreements before sharing 

secondary data
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Reproducibility when Using Secondary Data

• Archive code
• Seek permission and attribute
• Respect the Terms&Conditions
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English Longitudinal Study of Aging
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ELSA began in 1998 and is a 
longitudinal survey of ageing 
and quality of life among older 
people
Main objective is to construct 
waves of accessible and well-
documented panel data which 
describe health trajectories, 
disability and healthy life 
expectancy in a representative 
sample of the English 
population aged 50 and overImage Source

https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/series/series?id=200011#!/access-data
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=5050


ELSA Economic Activity and Family History

12
Images source 

https://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/854277/


Considerations when Archiving Code

• code/syntax file are clean and well formatted
• avoid including personal information
• code/syntax file are well commented
• always include the full citation (including the persistent 

identifier) for the data used
• provide in-depth metadata describing the files and methods 

used
• provide a ReadMe/Methods document for ease of use for 

secondary users
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Thank you.
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